WANDERINGS.
Who otherwise would fall from life and Heaven Drawn by their heart's passion " —
35
This value, whether true or false, which he gave to such emotional moods, is the significant thing in his poetic life, and shows that the dreaming faculty was a primary element in his genius. Sometimes, it is true, the real scene remains prominent in his mind; but even then, although it does not fade away into mere emotion, it is not unchanged j it ceases to be natural, and is removed into the preternatural. In two of these early poems — " The Lake " and "Visit of the Dead" — is this the case, and it is noticeable that Poe retained both among his works, as if he perceived that of all in this collection they alone have his peculiar touch. In the latter, especially, the treatment of landscape is wholly his own; crude as its expression is, it affords the first glimpse of that new tract of Acheron, as it were, which he revealed " out of space, out of time :" — " And the stars shall look not down
]?rom their thrones, in the dark heaven,
With light like Hope to mortals given,
Bat their red orbs, without beam,
To thy withering heaii shall seem
As a burning, and a fever
Which would cling to thee forever.
But't will leave thee, as each star
In the morning light afar
Will fly thee " —
Such imaginings — the vision of the throned stars with averted faces, the identifying of the outer fascination of an ill-omened nature with the mortal
